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For two years in a row, the 
Waynesville R-VI School District 
tops the charts in the Ozarks 
Conference for its State of 
Missouri’s Annual Performance 
score.

 “We have the most diverse 
student body in our conference 
and we are at the top of our 
conference,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. “It’s a great day to 
be a Tiger.”

 The Ozarks Conference includes 
Camdenton, Joplin, Lebanon, Rolla, 
Springfield and West Plains.

Waynesville tops conference 2 years in a row

Deputy Commissioner tours Waynesville 6th grade 

Four Waynesville High School choir students have been selected to the Missouri All State Choir. Kekona Asi, Maya Fluent, 
Ezechiel Daos, and Esteban Valentin-Martinez auditioned on Nov. 8 and the announcement was made on Saturday following 
the Central District Choir Clinic and Concert (see photo above), which was hosted at WHS. More info on page 3. 

When the Deputy Commissioner of 
Education wanted to see 21st Century 
learning in action in a school in South 
Central Missouri, Dr. Mary Ann Burns, 
the Director of the South Central 
Regional Professional Development 
Center, knew just the place – the 
Waynesville Sixth Grade Center. 

Dr. Stacey Preis, the Deputy 
Commissioner for the Division of 

Learning Services for the Missouri 
Department of Education, toured the 
building and visited classrooms at 
the Sixth Grade Center Nov. 9, with 
Burns, and Dr. Mike Wutke, DESE’s 
South Central area supervisor.  Dr. 
Henry welcomed them to the district 
and joined them as they visited a few 
classrooms. 

“We are implementing problem-based 
learning throughout the building for the 
first time this year. Our end in mind is 
to provide highly engaging activities 
that require critical thinking so that our 
students will have the essential skills 
necessary for making complex decisions 
in the future.” said WSGC Principal 
Marsha Smith. “We recognize that our 
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world is very different than it was 20 
years ago and that we, as educators, 
have to continually be cognizant of how 
we are changing instruction to meet the 
needs of today and the future. Problem-
based learning is a model of instruction 
that focuses on multiple learning 
standards that are embedded in real 
world problems, rather than focusing on 
skills and concepts in isolation.”

To that end, the 6th Grade Center 
looks different – teachers work in 
interdisciplinary teams, have 90-minute 
teaching blocks, and have teacher 
collaboration time built into their daily 
schedule. Problem–based learning is 
a natural progression for the school, 
since the school was built around 
student leadership when it opened in 
2012 based on The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People by Stephen Covey.  
Every student is a part of one of 17 
student leadership groups that plan and 
implement many of the building events, 
such as: assemblies, community service, 
Parent, Teacher, Student Organization 
(PTSO) and many others. Two members 
of the Junior Student 2 Student LEAD 
group welcomed the guests to the 
school and shared information about the 
school as they do anytime a new student 
is enrolled.  

After visiting the classrooms, the 
state officials met with Dr. Trish 
Adkins, assistant superintendent of 
instructional services, members of the 

6th grade leadership team, and Smith 
to learn more about the the learning 
structures and processes that are taking 
place at the 6th Grade Center and 
throughout the district. Preis, Burns and 
Wutke also asked the teacher leaders 
to share anything that they wanted 
the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to know.  “The 
primary focus of this conversation was 
on what 21st Century looks like and 
how we can all work together to move 
the process forward,” Smith said.  

Prior to being named deputy 
commissioner, Preis had been serving 
as assistant commissioner for the 

Department’s Office of Early and 
Extended Learning since 2014. 
Before joining the Department, Preis 
worked as executive director of the 
Joint Committee on Education for the 
Missouri General Assembly. She has 
also worked in various capacities for 
the University of Missouri-Columbia 
and began her career as a high school 
English and journalism teacher in 
Jefferson City Public Schools. Preis 
holds a bachelor’s degree in English, 
a master’s degree in education and a 
doctorate in educational policy studies, 
all from the University of Missouri-
Columbia.

Deputy 
Commissioner
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Top, Dr. Stacey Preis, the deputy commissioner of education (on the far side of 
the desks), visits with sixth graders about the problem they are working to solve. 
Above, left to right, WSGC Principal Marsha Smith; Karla Lindemann, teacher; 
Saraya Montgomery, student; Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; Samantha Ruiz, 
student; Dr. Stacey Preis, deputy commissioner of education for the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education; Dr. Mary Ann Burns, the 
director of the South Central Regional Professional Development Center; and Dr. 
Mike Wutke, DESE’s South Central area supervisor.   



Culinary arts students at the 
Waynesville Career Center 
prepared the meal and 
served during the Chamber 
of Commerce’s luncheon on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9. The menu 
included pork steak, chicken, 
a bean medley, green beans, 
broccoli and homemade rolls. 

Four Waynesville High School choir 
students have been selected to the 
Missouri All State Choir.

Kekona Asi, Maya Fluent, Ezechiel 
Daos, and Esteban Valentin-Martinez 
auditioned on Nov. 8 and the 
announcement was made on Saturday 
following the Central District Choir 
Clinic and Concert, which was hosted 
at WHS.   

“Each district in Missouri is only 
allowed to select 16 students to the All 
State Choir and we are extremely proud 
that we have four of the students,” said 
David Lawson, the fine arts coordinator 
for the Waynesville R-VI School 
District.  

The Central District encompasses a 
portion of the state that includes Blair 
Oaks, Bourbon, Camdenton, Cuba, 
Dixon, Eldon, Fatima, Helias, Hermann, 
Jefferson City, Laquey, Owensville, 
Richland, Rolla, Russellville, Salem, 
School of the Osage, St. James, 
Soutland, Vienna and Waynesville.

On Saturday, the Central District’s 

Concert Choir performed “Der Tanz,” 
“Aura Lee,” “Tell My Ma,” “Sigh No 
More Ladies” and “Sisi Ni Moja” under 
the direction of Nathan Cornelius.

 The Central District’s Honor Choir 
performed “Dies Irae,” “O Schone 
Nacht,” “O, My Luve’s Like a Red, Red 
Rose,” “Old Horatius Had a Farm” and 
“My Soul’s Been Anchored in the Lord” 
under the direction of Eric Dalbey.

Waynesville 
High School 
hosted the 
Central District 
Choir Clinic 
and Concert 
on Saturday 
with students 
from 21 schools 
participating. The 
event concluded 
with the District 
Honor Choir 
and District 
Concert Choir 
performing. 

 The four students selected for state 
will travel to Tan-Tar-A in late January 
and spend three days in rehearsals 
with other students from across the 
state and then present a concert at the 
final session of the Missouri Music 
Educators Conference.  

 The high school vocal music staff 
includes Nathan Schaefferkoetter, 
Chelsea Handley and Michael Perrine.

 

4 WHS students named to All State Choir;
WHS hosts Central District Clinic and Concert

Among their many activities, WCC culinary arts students 
also prepared the 50th Anniversary banquet and a Chamber 
of Commerce Leadership Luncheon last week. 



The Waynesville Career Center celebrated its 50th Anniversary on Thursday, Nov. 10, with a banquet prior to its Open House. 
Waynesville Mayor Luge Hardman (top, center) and State Representative Steve Lynch (above) presented proclamations 
celebrating the success of the programs and their positive impact on students during the last half century. The meal of pork 
loin, baked sweet potatoes, broccoli and pumpkin spice ice cream was prepared by the WCC’s culinary arts students.
 

WCC celebrates 50 years
 

At top left, Bill Ransdall visits with Dr. 
LeRoy Fulmer, school board president. 
While serving in the Missouri House 
of Representatives, Ransdall helped 
secure funding for the WCC. During 
the open house, parents and members 
of the public toured the facilities, saw 
demonstrations and learned more about 
the programs offered by the WCC.



Written by LEAP students 
 

On Nov. 4-6, nineteen LEAP students from Waynesville Sixth Grade Center and 
Waynesville Middle School attended Space Camp in Huntsville, Ala. 

During their stay, students experienced firsthand the future of space travel. They 
built and launched rockets, trained on astronaut simulators, including a Multi-Axis 
Trainer, experienced the thrill of a simulated space mission as if on the International 
Space Station, and learned about the history of the NASA program through hands-
on experiences and museums. 

“We even got to visit with Alex McCool, a real-life rocket scientist, who worked 
under Warner VanBraun,” one of the student said.  

Both teams of students competed in competitions at the camp, winning best 
mission simulation and team patch.  Several students came away with this 
experience possibly wanting to pursue a career in space, flight and aerospace 
engineering. 

I am very thankful our district and community gives students the opportunity 
to attend Space Camp every few years,” says Laura Laughlin, the WMDS LEAP 
teacher. “This experience may even ignite the fire behind one of our students 
traveling to space one day!”  

LEAP students attend space camp

Wood Elementary staff received praise 
this morning from Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, for their increased MAP 
scores in all academic achievement 
areas, positive climate survey results, the 
restructuring of their PLC time, continuing their collaborative work on effective instructional strategies with the South Central 
Regional Professional Development Center and monthly Lunch in the Labs for teachers to learn innovative technology tools.



How can we honor military heroes who 
have a tie to Fort Leonard Wood?  That was 
the PBL driving question posed to Partridge 
fifth grade students.

Partridge teachers Sara Allen and Susan 
Westfall wanted their students to understand 
the significance of Fort Leonard Wood 
to the military world. As a part of their 
research, the fifth grade classes visited Memorial Grove Park on Post. 
They viewed memorials for the Revolutionary War to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and everything in between. 

While at the park, students were surprised by a visit from a two-
star general, Major General Kent Savre. The commanding general of 
Fort Leonard Wood stopped by to impart a few words of wisdom and 
encouragement.

The students also stood under a giant bronze arch of crossed pistols, 
the insignia of the Army Military Police Corps. (See photo at right.) 
They saw a  bronze sculpture of a Colonial soldier and coins placed on 
the memorials of each war the United States has participated in since 
our country began. 

Next students toured WW II barracks and ate lunch in a restored 
mess hall.  Soldiers from their P.I.E. unit joined them. They brought 
MREs and demonstrated how military personnel eat meals in the field. 
The cheese spread was the biggest hit!

Finally the students toured the Veteran’s Cemetery where they 
learned about honoring veterans’ lives. Students saw the neat uniform 
rows of identical grave markers. They heard about the 21-gun salute 
(actually a three rifle volley) and the playing of Taps, a slow, somber 
bugle tune which is the traditional way to honor service members at 
death.  The fifth graders all left the cemetery with their own flag and 
a renewed respect for veterans. It was a great day for project-based 
learning.

Honoring 
Veterans: 
CG speaks to 
Partridge students 
during Memorial 
Grove tour

Free maps of Missouri 
About 300 Missouri Highway Maps have been donated to the 
Waynesville R-VI School District. The maps feature highways, cities, 
populations, etc., of the State of Missouri. When folded out, they are 
approximately 2.5 by 3.5 feet. If you would like some of these maps, 
please contact Marianne Ward at mward@waynesville.k12.mo.us and 
include the number you want.  



By WHS sociology students

On Monday, Nov. 21, Waynesville High School students 
will be encouraged to participate in the first ever Mix It Up 
Lunch. During this lunch, students will have the option to sit 
with students they normally do not by being randomly assigned 
a color/shape that will correlate with a table. Conversation-
starting questions will be placed at each table. 

This lunch is a great activity to help build unity and tolerance 
while also eliminating stereotypes. The project is being led by 
sociology students, who are encouraging their fellow students 
to step out of their comfort zone and help build unity. 

Rich Hodits of K8 presents a check to the Waynesville 
R-VI School District Foundation for $21,208. Accepting 
the check on behalf of the district are Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent, and Dr. Chris Berger, assistant 
superintendent of operational services. Half of the funds 
will go to the schools, based on the K8 discount cards 
sold by their students and the other half will go to the 
foundation for direct classroom support in the form of 
grants.  Congratulations for the successful fundraiser! 

Col. Jesse Galvan, the Assistant Commandant of the Military 
Police School, facilitated a leadership development seminar 
with Waynesville R-VI district leadership team members on 
Nov. 10.

Galvan stressed the 
importance of developing agile 
and adaptive leaders who are 
able to make values-based 
decisions in an ever-changing 
environment. He also spoke 
about performance feedback, 
mentorship, broadening 
assignments and encouraging 
critical thinking.  

This is the second year for 
the seminars that put top Fort Leonard Wood leaders at the 
front of the class with school district leaders. 

 “While the context may be different, all leaders face 
challenges, and our military leaders have received in-depth 
training and accumulated leadership experiences in the most 
difficult situations making their expertise invaluable,” says Dr. 
Brian Henry, superintendent.  

Waynesville High School sociology students are planning 
a Mix It Up Lunch on Nov. 21. Marianne Ward, director of 
communications and marketing, spoke to the students 
about communicating their message to internal audiences, 
including teachers and students, and external audiences, 
including parents and the public.

WHS to host Mix It Up Lunch 

Galvan speaks about 
developing agile leaders 

Waynesville High School’s special education students 
worked to camouflage their turkeys, put them in 
disguises or hide them before Thanksgiving. 

Can you spot the turkeys? 



Soldiers in the 787th Military 
Police Battalion and the 3-10 infantry 
Battalion faced off in a “feud” on 
Thursday, Nov. 10, and while doing so 
learned a lot about the preferences of 
Waynesville High School students.

The Soldiers, who are members of 
Waynesville High School’s Partners in 
Education (PIE partners), competed in a 
Family Feud-style event with questions 
that WHS students had answered. 
Joining the MP team were Officer Stacy 
Ball and Secretary Amanda Sheffey – 
two veterans employed at WHS.

Students with platinum and gold 
cards filled the auditorium as PIE 
partners were challenged to answer 
questions based on WHS preferences 
such as: “What is the favorite kind 
of pizza of Waynesville High School 
students?” The results (in order) 
were cheese, pepperoni, meat lovers, 
supreme, veggie and Hawaiian.

Exchanges of good-natured bantering 
included one competitor saying, 
“Cheese isn’t a topping. It’s on every 
pizza.” Another after seeing the answers 
(American Eagle, Nike, Ralph Lauren, 
Pac Sun and Zumiez) for the “Most 

popular clothing store” said, “I know 
you shop at Rue 21 and it’s not up 
there.”

The MP team, made up of DS Billy 
Messer, 1SG Tami Jo Bethel, Ball and 
Sheffey won the feud.

The friendly competition held 
during Tiger Time was hosted by Dion 

Munez, a sophomore, and was one of 
several activities planned for Nov. 10 in 
recognition of Veterans Day.

“This was a fun, engaging event for 
our students and PIE partners,” said 
Dr. Kevin Mabie, assistant principal at 
WHS. “Beyond serving as a platform 
for our students to recognize our 
military for Veterans Day, it allowed 
us to reward our students with gold 
and platinum cards, reinforcing that 
hard work pays off. It also provided an 
opportunity for our PIE partners to learn 
more about our students.”

PIE partners also answered questions 
over the PA, including “Where is the 
most interesting place you served?” 
“What does Veterans Day mean to 
you?” “How did you stay in touch with 
your family when you were deployed?” 
“What is the food like when you 
are serving our country?” “Can you 
describe a close friendship you have 
developed while serving?”

PIE partners also visited classrooms 
to speak about their career paths, 
provide support to classes in English as 
a second language and judged cupcakes 
decorated in patriotic themes.

“With 76% of our students military 
connected, this event reinforces the 
importance of our military and our 
nation’s veterans,” Mabie said.

WHS Student Government 
Association students conducted the 
polls for the feud survey answers.

MPs win “feud” at WHS during Veterans Day activities

Sophomore Dion Munez serves as the emcee for the Family Feud-style game. 


